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Date: July 25, 2021                          

Title: A Mission of Mercy                  Scripture Text: Jonah 1-4 

More than a mere allegory or myth, the Book of Jonah is a historical narrative that describes the events 
surrounding God commissioning the prophet Jonah to preach a message of judgment on the city of Nineveh. 
Jonah resisted this calling by God and attempted to remove all possibility of fulfilling this call by fleeing to 
Tarshish. However, God miraculously and mercifully intervenes, bringing Jonah back into the direction of 
Nineveh. The narrative ends, leaving the reader to ponder upon the depths of God’s love, grace, and mercy. 
His plan of salvation extends beyond human expectation, and God allows his people to actively participate 
in accomplishing His will. While the prophet Jonah is not the best example of living the missional life with 
faithful obedience, the narrative of Jonah provides several challenges for the follower of Christ to live 
missionally as a steward of God’s mercy.  

Out of last week’s passage, we received Peter’s exhortation to live in accordance with Christlike virtues “to 
confirm your calling and election” (2 Peter 2:10). What does the calling placed on a Christ-follower generally 
look like? After salvation, a follower of Jesus is called to glorify the Lord by looking more like Jesus 
(sanctification/good works; cf. Rom. 8:29, Eph. 2:10) and helping others do the same 
(evangelism/discipleship; cf. Matt. 28:18-20, 22:37-39, & 1 Pt. 3:15). Simply put, the calling of a Christ-
follower is to live on mission. This week’s sermon will survey the book of Jonah to glean insights and 
principles for living on mission (to help others know, trust, and follow Jesus) in obedience to the Lord. 

Therefore, the missional life is: 

I. Intentional (Jonah 1:1–3) 

Jonah sought to escape the Lord’s calling because he despised the Ninevites. Instead, we can lovingly seek 
opportunities to engage the lost with the gospel and generally help others because of Christ’s calling on 
our lives. 

• Have you thought about making yourself available everywhere you go to be a witness for Christ? 
• Is there ever an occasional opportunity for you to go out of your way to help others know about 

Jesus? 
• What are some basic ways that you can strategically use your daily routine to be more available and 

intentional for fostering gospel conversations? 
• List up to three places that you frequent besides church (i.e., work, gym, school, etc.). Consider at 

least one lost person from each of those areas and pray about how you might begin sharing the 
gospel with them. 

• What is your “Nineveh”? Is God calling you to do anything that you keep resisting? 

II. Ongoing (Jonah 1:4–17) 

Even when Jonah was fleeing, God used the chaos Jonah instigated to display his mercy and lead pagan 
sailors to repentance.  

• Reflect on a time when you were in a difficult season and God still used you in that circumstance to 
bless others? 

• How has God used a particularly busy season of life to teach you something? 
• What is an instance in your life, which happened unexpectedly, that God used to show you his mercy 

and love or to get you on the right path? 
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III. Genuine (Jonah 2:1–3:5) 

In order to live missionally, one must be authentic in their faith (cf. 2 Pt. 1:5–11, Matt. 7:1–5, 1 Jn. 1:9). 
Jonah offers a prayer of repentance to the Lord praising and thanking him for his mercy and salvation. Also, 
the Ninevites respond ideally to Jonah’s message of judgement by repenting. 

• Many people think that God sending the fish to swallow Jonah was an act of judgment. While this 
might have certainly been an undesirable circumstance, how is the fish a picture of God’s mercy? 

• What keeps you from living missionally? 
• How might living missionally start to change the way you live your life? 
• What are some practical ways you can begin establishing healthy habits toward a missional lifestyle? 

IV. Relational (Jonah 3:6–10)  

The narrative suggests city-wide mourning, fasting, and repentance, which was spearheaded by leadership. 
This can be a simple reminder of the power of the corporate nature of faith.  

• What are specific ways you can rely on your brothers and sisters in Christ as you seek to engage in 
the missional life: As an individual? As a Connection Group? As a church? 

• What are some attainable strategies for those who desire to become more intentional in starting 
gospel-centered friendships with lost people? 

V. Worshipful (Jonah 4:1–3) 

Jonah’s response to God’s compassion toward the Ninevites is a tragic logical end of legalism and self-
righteousness. Instead of celebrating the repentance of a wicked nation, he angrily blames God. The very 
things that Jonah mentions about God should be words of worship not accusation. 

• How might the 10 miracles of Jonah lead to appreciation and praise for all the things the Lord 
accomplishes?  

• What are areas of bitterness or anger in your life that you can repentantly turn into words of worship? 
• God delights in the praises that come from all nations. How might this change your mindset toward 

others of the world? 
• What are some basic abilities and gifts that God has already equipped you with that you can start 

worshipfully using to glorify the Lord and help others know Him? 

VI. Patient (Jonah 4:4–11) 

God’s long-suffering is evident in this section. He shows compassion to a wicked city and to a selfish prophet. 
He even takes time to show Jonah his mistaken mentality. 

• How can someone grow in patience while being missional in a difficult context? Does anyone in the 
group have experience in this area and see fruit as a result? 

• Timing can be a difficult matter to weigh when trying to share the gospel with someone you know, 
especially if they are resisting. At what point should someone stop putting as much time and effort 
into witnessing to another person? 

• Why does Jonah end with a “cliff-hanger”? What response is required of the reader in light of this? 
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