
Sermon Discussion Guide  

If you have a need or a prayer request, contact the church office at 850.878.5503, office@morningsidetlh.org,  or 
complete the  Prayer Request Form 

 

 

Date: May 30, 2021                          

Series: Triumphant in Tribulation               Title: Truth for Trials                 

Scripture Text: 1 Peter 4:12-19 

In today’s text Peter reminds his readers that the “fiery ordeal” was for the purpose of testing and refining 
their faith, and thus they should not consider their suffering as something strange or unexpected. Instead 
of being surprised at their sufferings, they should rejoice and be glad since such suffering indicates that 
they will exult with joy when Jesus Christ is revealed in all His glory. Let us look at four ways of responding 
to suffering. 

I. Expect Suffering (1 Peter 4:12) 

Peter again takes up the subject of suffering; giving another perspective on what has been discussed earlier. 
He encourages his readers not to “be surprised when the fiery ordeal” comes among them. This ‘fiery 
ordeal’ is there to test us and refine us.  

• Why should we not be surprised when we experience suffering because of our faith? 

• Compare what Peter says in verse 12 with those who support a ‘prosperity gospel’.  
o How have the prosperity gospel supporters missed the mark? 

• What are some practical things you can do to be better prepared when you encounter suffering 
because of your faith? 

II. Exult in Suffering (1 Peter 4:13-14) 

Exult means to rejoice in suffering. We exult in suffering to develop a more intimate relationship with Christ 
(v.13a), to participate in the future glory of Christ (v.13b), and to experience the fullness of Christ (v. 14).  

• To rejoice (exult) in suffering sounds counter-intuitive from a worldly perspective. How would you 
describe how a Christian is able to rejoice during times of trial and suffering? 

• Have you, or do you know someone who has suffered because of their faith? Were you/they able to 
rejoice in your/their suffering? 

• How can rejoicing in times of suffering affect the kingdom of God? 

III. Examine Suffering (1 Peter 4:15-18) 

As Christians today, we need to be careful not to be motivated by comfort over obedience to Christ. We 
need to be blameless when we experience suffering, that we are glorifying Christ in the process and keeping 
others’ relationship with Christ at the forefront. 

• Describe examples when we might suffer because of a wrong we have done and not because of our 
faith (v. 15). 

• How can we maintain a concern for Christ and others, even in the midst of suffering? 

IV. Entrust Soul (1 Peter 4:19) 

We may not understand why we are suffering, but regardless, we must trust God with our circumstances.  

• Why is it so hard to trust God in times of difficulty? 

• What is the potential outcome of trusting God? How might our relationship with Him grow as a 
result? 
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