
Sermon Discussion Guide  

If you have a need or a prayer request, contact the church office at 850.878.5503, office@morningsidetlh.org,  or 
complete the  Prayer Request Form 

 

 

Date: May 16, 2021                          

Series: Triumphant in Tribulation               Title: Prepare for Persecution                  

Scripture Text: 1 Peter 4:1-6 

Chapter 4 of 1 Peter continues the dominant theme of the letter: the reality of a fleshed-out faith in the 
midst of oppressive circumstances. Believers in Jesus Christ need to direct their hearts and minds toward 
living out the will of God, regardless of the outcome. Christians should have the same perspective on 
suffering that Jesus did. We tend to live with a temporary perspective where Peter is encouraging his 
readers to live with eternal perspective. True believers must pay a price, but, in light of eternity, it is worth 
the cost. 

  

I. Prepare to Die for Jesus (1 Peter 4:1) 

This verse references the topic in the prior chapter of Christ dying for our sins (1 Pet. 3:18). He did that out 
of a love for us and obedience to His heavenly Father. We must be prepared to follow Jesus’ example of 
doing the will of the Father, regardless of the consequences.  

• What does it mean to “arm yourself with the same purpose”? 
o What is that purpose? 
o How do we do that? 

• As our purpose is to do the will of the Father, how can we know His will (Rom. 12:1-2)? 

II. Live for Jesus (1 Peter 4:2-5) 

We are not ready to live for Jesus until we are willing to die for Him. Peter encourages his readers to not 
focus any longer on worldly priorities and the sinful lifestyle of the pagan culture. They have done that long 
enough. But rather focus on eternal priorities and live accordingly. This is how they can live for Jesus, and 
as they do, they should be prepared for how their actions will be received by those around them. 

• Based on the things listed in vs. 3, describing ‘Gentile’ behavior, what do we need to be worried with 
today? Are these items still a concern? 

• How can we guard against being drawn into living as the ‘Gentiles’ and do a better job of living for 
Christ? 

• How might our lost friends and acquaintances respond when we do not participate in these types of 
activities? 

• How can we be prepared for their response? 

III. Embrace the Eternal Perspective (1 Peter 4:6) 

Verse 6 describes the eternal perspective: “Those who are now dead” refers to deceased believers in Christ. 
When they were alive, the gospel was preached to them. While on earth they were “judged in the flesh 
according to human standards” or condemned and martyred on account of the gospel. Now they “live in 
the spirit according to God’s standards”.  

• What is the difference between a temporal (temporary) perspective and an eternal perspective? 

• What is the value of having an eternal perspective (2 Cor. 4:16-18)? 

• How can having an eternal perspective help prepare you for the coming ‘waves of persecution’? 
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