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Date: November 14, 2021                          

Title: When God’s Grace Makes Us Grumpy                                                      Scripture Text: Jonah 4 

Today we finish up the book of Jonah. In chapter 3 Jonah delivered God’s message of judgement and there 
was great revival that spread throughout the city. In response to the Ninevites repentance, God relented 
and did not destroy the city. But, instead of being happy that the city was spared, Jonah became angry that 
they ‘didn’t get what they deserved’. Good thing we don’t get what we deserve! Any of us can become 
judgmental of others but we need to view one another through God’s eyes. God loves everyone so much 
that He sent His only Son to die to pay the penalty for everyone’s sin (John 3:16). In today’s sermon we see 
what can happen when we don’t view others as God does and God’s grace makes us grumpy!  

 

I. Forfeit Our Fruit (Jonah 4:1-2) 

The fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control, is given to all Christians but it is our responsibility to cultivate and grow it. 
When we have misguided expectations of God and respond to His work in a self-centered way, we forfeit 
our fruit. We don’t experience the love, joy, peace… that God intended. Jonah responded to God’s grace on 
Nineveh with great displeasure and became furious. He lost perspective because what he wanted 
overshadowed what God was doing. He missed the blessings that come with obedience because his 
expectations weren’t met.  

• What do you think about the way Jonah responded to God sparing Nineveh? 

• What would motivate such a response? 

• What would be a similar situation today, where God’s grace is demonstrated, and His people 
respond with grumpiness? 

• Describe a time when you experienced blessings by your obedience. 

• What are practical activities we can do so we don’t lose sight of God’s work and get distracted by our 
expectations? 

 

II. Forfeit Fruitfulness (Jonah 4:3-5) 

In the midst of Jonah’s anger, he left the city to sulk. Instead of staying where God wanted him and equipped 
him to be, he left. He gave up on what God had called him to do. In a similar way, each Christian is equipped 
with certain Spiritual gifts for investing into the church. But there are times when our expectations aren’t 
met, or our feelings get hurt and we back away to sulk. We forfeit our fruitfulness/effectiveness for God by 
‘taking ourselves out of the game’.  

• What would motivate Jonah to just up and leave the city, the post where God had called him to be? 

• Describe potential situations where this may happen to Christians in the church today? 

• Do you know how God has gifted you for His ministry? 

• How activly are you engaged in developing your giftedness? 

• What can you do to be a more fruitful servant of God? 
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III. Impair Our Perspective (Jonah 4:6-8) 

The only time Jonah was ‘happy’ was when he himself experienced God’s grace. But he was more moved 
by the blessing, not the Blesser. Jonah was more concerned about the personal shade (temporary) instead 
of the perishing souls (eternal). 2 Corinthians 4:18 tells us to not focus on what is seen, which is temporary, 
but what is unseen; the eternal. When we get distracted by our personal comfort or our circumstances, we 
are focusing on the seen/temporary. But when we focus on God and the spiritual condition of others, we 
focus on that which is unseen/eternal.  

 

• Describe how Jonah is getting wrapped up in his circumstances and missing what God is doing. 

• Describe what it means to not focus on the temporary but focus on the eternal. 

• Describe a time that you were too wrapped up in your circumstances and missed what God was 
doing. 

 

IV. Consumed by Pride (Jonah 4:9) 

Jonah is so consumed with anger and bitterness that he would rather die. He is totally missing what God 
wants him to see (Jon 4:10-11). Jonah was more worried about the plant God had sent to give him shade 
than the spiritual condition of the Ninevites. He has developed a hard, unteachable heart. He was more 
content in his anger than experiencing the blessing of being part of God’s work.  

 

• How can someone get to a place as to have such a hard, unteachable heart? 

• Read Jonah 4:10-11, what was it that God wanted Jonah to learn? 

• How does pride interfere with hearing what God wants us to learn? 
 
 

“It’s hard to hear God’s voice when you’ve already decided what you want Him to say.” 

tel:8508785503
mailto:office@morningsidetlh.org
https://morningsidebc.simplechurchcrm.com/external/form/bbca38d1-d83a-4df4-a370-39cb0621f3cb
https://biblia.com/bible/csb/jonah/4/6-8
https://biblia.com/bible/csb/2-corinthians/4/18
https://biblia.com/bible/csb/jonah/4/9
https://biblia.com/bible/csb/jonah/4/10-11
https://biblia.com/bible/csb/jonah/4/10-11

