
Sermon Discussion Guide  

If you have a need or a prayer request, contact the church office at 850.878.5503, office@morningsidetlh.org,  or 
complete the  Prayer Request Form 

 

 

Date: July 11, 2021                          

Title: Foundations of Faith                 Scripture Text: 2 Peter 1:1-4 

In 1 Peter, the focus was on the suffering that Christians encounter because of their faith and Peter’s 
encouragement to endure, recognizing the reward that awaits. In 2 Peter, he cautioned believers to beware 
of false teachers with their phony doctrines and licentious lifestyles. The temptation of a sinful lifestyle so 
concerned Peter that, shortly after his first letter, he followed up with this one. Peter also warned against 
denying Christ’s return with its accompanying judgment. He urged his readers to make every effort to grow 
in the knowledge and practice of the Christian faith. The opening verses focus on the ‘foundations of faith’. 

 

I. The Saving Power of Our Faith (2 Peter 1:1-2) 

The recipients, probably Gentiles, are described simply as those who have received a faith equal to ours. 
The reason for this equality between Peter’s readers and the apostles is the righteousness of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Through the righteousness that finds its source in Jesus, all believers have equal standing 
and share the same blessings. Grace is God’s unmerited favor displayed toward sinners who trust Christ for 
salvation. Peace is the sense of well-being and the blessings that a person enjoys because of a right 
relationship with Christ. Peter emphasized the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord to remind his readers 
that a person experiences grace and peace only through knowing Christ.  

• Peter states that it is faith in Christ that places believers on equal ground. How does recognizing our 
standing with each other affect how we treat each other? 
o How could that positively affect the church? 

• Describe in your own words what the ‘grace and peace’ of God is. 

• How can the knowledge of God (not an academic or theoretical knowledge, but a personal 
knowledge) grow through experiencing God’s grace and peace? 

 

II. Sufficient Power of Faith (2 Peter 1:3) 

By the grace and power of God and Christ, believers are given everything needed for a godly life. The same 
One who calls us, that is, who invites us by grace to be a part of His kingdom, also enables us to change and 
grow spiritually. The source of strength that enables the believer to do this is His divine power. These words 
describe the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. 

• What are examples of other religions that emphasize the need for additional ‘works’ to successfully 
be a Christian? 

• What is wrong with that theology? 

• Why is God’s divine power needed to empower the Christian to live a godly life? 
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III. Sustaining Promises for Our Faith (2 Peter 1:4) 

Even though we are made complete in Christ, we will still face struggles in this life. God’s promises that we 
find in His word are intended to sustain us while we linger here. God’s promises include: Presence (I will 
never leave you or forsake you (Heb. 13:5)), Provision (if He cares for the flowers who are here one day and 
gone the next, how much more will He care for you (Matt. 6:25-30)), Power (My grace is sufficient for you 
(2 Cor. 12:9)), Peace (I will keep you in perfect peace (Is. 26:3)), Protection (God is my refuge and my 
strength, an ever present help in time of need (Ps. 46:1)).  

• What is a promise of God that has significant meaning to you? 

• Describe a time when a promise of God sustained you. 

• How can you use God’s promises to encourage others? 
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