
Sermon Discussion Guide  

If you have a need or a prayer request, contact the church office at 850.878.5503, office@morningsidetlh.org,  or 
complete the  Prayer Request Form 

 

 

Date: January 24, 2021                          

Series: Triumphant in Tribulation                  Title: A Living Hope                           Scripture Text: 1 Peter 1:1-9 

Today starts a new sermon series, Triumphant in Tribulation. It is based on the book of 1 Peter. Peter 
encourages his readers that they have a “living hope”. Many times, the word ‘hope’ is used by the culture as 
wishful thinking. It may or may not be based on reality and may or may not come true. But the hope that is 
referred to in the Bible is a reference to certain expectations based on the promises of God. Unlike how it is 
used by the culture, the Christian’s hope is based on the assurances God provides through His word. We know 
as a fact; they will come true.  

I. The Founders of Our Faith (1 Pet. 1:2-3) 

This passage describes the doctrine of election, God’s sovereignty in our salvation. Other passages present 
man’s responsibility in salvation. Both pieces are important! Peter’s intent is to encourage those being 
persecuted because of their faith by reminding them how special they are to God.  

• What were the circumstances of those to whom Peter was originally writing? 

• What are examples in our day-to-day life that can cause us to be distracted, feel forgotten or forsaken? 

• How can remembering who we are to God be an encouragement and help us in discouraging times? 

II. The Foundation of Our Faith (1 Pet. 1:3) 

Peter reminds us our salvation is based on the “great mercy” of God! He also describes our hope as a living 
hope because it finds its focus in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Our living hope comes from a 
living, resurrected Christ. 

• Describe the comfort you have because of Jesus’ resurrection. 

• What does it look like to live based on a ‘living hope’? 

III. The Fortunes of Our Faith (1 Pet. 1:4) 

Verse 4 describes the inheritance a Christian has waiting for them in heaven. That inheritance can never perish, 
spoil, or fade. That means that the inheritance is untouched by death, unstained by evil, and unimpaired by 
time. Our inheritance is death-proof, sin-proof, and time-proof. 

• How can the assurance of our heavenly inheritance affect how we live today? 

IV. The Fortress of Our Faith (1 Pet. 1:5) 

God guards and protects our salvation, our inheritance. That does not mean that believers are protected from 
the challenges of this world, but the present tense of the term ‘guards’ emphasizes the continual nature of this 
guarding over which our living hope is based.  

• What does ‘once saved, always saved’ mean?  

• How does 1 Peter 1:5 reinforce that truth? 

V. The Fires of Our Faith (1 Pet. 1:6-9) 

Peter encourages his readers to view their trials as brief and temporary. And to allow their trials to develop 
their faith so that, ultimately, Christ is glorified, and they are sanctified.  

• How can the way we perceive our trials make us more like Christ? 

• How can the way we respond to our trials be an encouragement to other Christians? 

• How can the way we react to our trials bring others to Christ? 
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