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Date: August 22, 2021                          

Title: Disgusting Dogs and Stinky Hogs                 Scripture Text: 2 Peter 2:10b-22 

In today’s text Peter continues to address the issue of false teachers. Just as discussed during last week’s 
sermon, these false teachers are counterfeit. And just as counterfeit money may appear genuine, and can 
be used just like the real thing, eventually it is identified as counterfeit and only loss and hurt are left in its 
wake. The same thing can be said of a false (counterfeit) teacher. In today’s sermon we look at five 
characteristics of counterfeits.  

I. The Arrogant Attitude of Counterfeits (2 Peter 2:10b-13) 

Peter continues to give a further description of the false teachers. They are bold and arrogant. The former 
word is a reference to the reckless daring that defies God and man. The latter word is used for an obstinate 
person who is solely focused on self.  

• What are the things this passage states that false teachers do? 

• Who are examples of false teachers, either historically or present day, and how were they bold and 
arrogant? 

• How can a flippant attitude be a characteristic of a false (counterfeit) teacher? 

• Are there times when you have been flippant toward God? 
 

II. The Deceptive Actions of Counterfeits (2 Peter 2:13b-14) 

Just as these counterfeit teachers are focused on their selfish desires, they are also quick to deceive others. 
Verse 14 highlights how they like to seduce/entice (a fishing and hunting phrase where bait is used to lure 
prey into a snare) unstable people to take advantage of them. The contrary to unstable is “established” as 
described in 2 Peter 1:12, people who are “established in the truth”. 

• What does vs. 14 say is the motive of these counterfeit teachers to take advantage of the unstable? 

• How would you describe an unstable person (one who is susceptible to false teachers)? 

• Reread 2 Peter 1:12. What is the characteristic of established people? 
o What is the ‘truth’ that vs. 1:12 is referring to? 

• How can you be a more established person and less of an unstable person? 
 

III. The Motivation of Counterfeits (2 Peter 2:15-16) 

This passage references the events of Numbers 22-24 where King Balak hired Balaam to curse Israel. But 
God didn’t allow it. God worked through Balaam’s donkey to protect Balaam and rebuke him. The donkey 
speaking to Balaam was an indication that Balaam had less insight into what God was doing than his animals. 
Balaam was motivated by greed and not God, just counterfeit teachers are.  

• Verse 15 describes counterfeit teachers as those who have strayed off the straight path, what is 
meant by the ‘straight’ path’? 

• How did Balaam stray off the straight path? 

• Are there times when we may stray off the straight path? 
o What are examples of those times? 

• What can you do to help stay on the straight path?  [OVER] 
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IV. The Description of Counterfeits (2 Peter 2:17-19) 

The counterfeit teachers are described in two metaphors. They are “springs without water”. This describes 
the unsatisfactory nature of their false teaching. You come to it, as to a fresh spring, and find it has no water 
to offer. Its substance is empty. They are also “mists driven by a storm”. This describes the instability of the 
false teachers and the temporary nature of their teachings.  

• Verse 19 states that the false teachers have promises of freedom, yet they themselves are slaves of 
corruption. What are some things people, who may think they are free, are enslaved to? 

• Where do we find true freedom? 

• Describes what it means to be free in Christ. 
o What does Galatians 5:13-14 say about how we exercise our freedom?  
 

V. The Condemnation of Counterfeits (2 Peter 2:20-22) 

Peter concludes this chapter with a vivid picture of counterfeit teachers. They are so focused on their lusts, 
greed, and selfish ambitions that they themselves become unstable and fall into the traps they set for 
others. Just like disgusting dogs and stinky pigs, they eventually fall and are judged by the One who they 
betrayed.  

• How does Peter describe the eventual outcome of counterfeit teachers in vs. 22? 

• How can you better guard against being swayed by counterfeit teachers? 

• How can you avoid becoming a counterfeit teacher? 
 
Take a moment and pray for our church: that we not stray off the straight path; that we diligently maintain 
our focus on Christ and serving Him and Him alone; and by His power impact our community for Him. 
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